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Chair Wakai and Members of the Committee:

My name is Catherine Awakuni Col6n, and | am the Director of the Department of
Commerce and Consumer Affairs (DCCA or Department). The Department offers
comments on this resolution, which: (1) requests that the DCCA establish a task force to
study the feasibility of legalized sports gambling in Hawaii; (2) requires the Director of
the DCCA or the Director’s designee to serve as the chairperson of the task force; (3)
requires the Department to provide administrative support; and (4) requests the task
force to submit a report to the Legislature prior to the Regular Session of 2020.

Should this concurrent resolution pass, the Department would be willing to serve
as a member of the task force; however, it lacks the requisite expertise to serve as the
chairperson of or provide administrative support to the task force. State-sanctioned

sports gambling is outside the jurisdiction of the DCCA, which serves the public through
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business registration and professional licensure, monitoring the financial solvency of
local financial institutions and insurance companies, and investigating complaints of
unfair business practices and license violations. Given the tailored mission of the
DCCA, it would be difficult to use existing staff expertise to establish or chair a legalized
sports gambling task force for administrative purposes.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this resolution.
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